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Chapter 3 – Syllabification and Pronunciation
BBH2 Vocabulary

OTCL 520

Vocabulary Memorization: Chapter 10

The mnemonics for the vocabulary in Gary D. Pratico and Miles V. Van Pelt, Basics of Biblical Hebrew, second edition (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2007) were generated by many people. Whenever you catch errors or have ideas for better mnemonics, please use the feedback page at HebrewSyntax.org or email your professor so that we can improve this handout. Thanks!

· Unless otherwise marked, nouns that end in ( ָה,  ַת,  ֶת,  ִית, or וּת) are feminine.

· Words marked [M] are masculine nouns that look like they have a feminine ending.
· Unless otherwise marked, nouns that have no ending or end in  ֶה are masculine.

· Words marked [F] are feminine nouns that do not end in  ָה in the singular.
· Words marked [M/F] are sometimes feminine and sometimes masculine.

Chapter 10 – Hebrew Construct Chain
	Word
	Meaning
	Mnemonic
	Translit.

	אֶ֫בֶן 
	(276) stone [F]
	Song: “Here I raise mine Eben-ezer” = stone of help.

They baked with a stone oven.
	ʾeben

	אֲדָמָה 
	(222) ground, land, earth
	Related to ‘Adam’, the man made from the ground.
	ʾădāmâ

	אֹיֵב
	(285) enemy
	Oh, yea[v]! I have an enemy! Oy vey! my enemy is coming!
	ʾōyēb

	בָּשָׂר 
	(270) flesh, meat, skin
	It was pretty bizarre to eat meat with the skin on.
	bāśār

	בְּרִית
	(287) covenant [F]
	Moses berated them for bereithing [breaking] the covenant.

{This feminine singular noun is marked by the  ִית ending}
	bərît

	גְּבוּל
	(251) border, boundary, territory
	This is the border of the territory of the Gavool.

The borders gavul [get full] with immigrants.
	gəbûl

	חַ֫יִל
	(246) strength, wealth, army
	The Nazi army said ‘Heil Hitler’.

{This is NOT a segholate noun because the diphthong  ַ֫יִ makes one syllable, not two. See the textbook §3.10}
	ḥayil

	חֶ֫סֶד
	(249) loyalty, faithfulness, steadfast love, lovingkindness
	
	ḥesed

	חֹ֫דֶשׁ
	(283) month, new moon
	We’ll have a hoe-down dish [this] month.
	ḥōdeš

	יָד
	(1,627) hand; side, power [F]
	Put the ball in my hand. I’ll run five yards.
	yād

	יָדוֹת
	[plural of יָד]
	
	yādôt

	מָ֫וֶת
	(153) death, dying [M]
	Ma weth [went] to heaven upon her death.

{This word looks like it breaks two rules: it is masculine, despite the fact that it ends in  ֶת, and it changes in the construct despite meeting the criteria for a segholate noun}
	māwet

	מוֹת
	[MS construct of מָ֫וֶת]
	
	môt

	מַטֶּה
	(252) staff, rod, tribe
	What’s the matteh with your tribe’s staff?

{Most nouns that end in  ֶה are masculine, like this one}
	maṭṭê

	מִדְבָּר
	(269) wilderness, desert, pasture
	
	midbār

	עוֹד
	(491) again, still, as long as
	I owed him money again.
	ʿôd

	עֵת
	(296) time, point of time [F]
	Do it for the eighth time.
	ʿēt

	עֹלָה
	(286) whole burnt offering
	Holocaust = a sacrifice that is completely burned up.
	ʿōlâ

	פָּנִים
	(2,126) face, front
	{This form is plural, but it means ‘face’ not ‘faces’.}

{The book gives you the plural form. The lexical form is the singular פָּנֶה, despite the fact that the singular never occurs.}
	pānîm

	פְּנֵי
	[construct of פָּנִים]
	In Genesis 32:30 Jacob called the place Peni-el because he saw the face [פְּנֵי] of God [אֵל]
	pənê

	צֹאן
	(274) flock(s),

flock of sheep and goats
	a flock of sheep and goats playing a zone defense

On its own, a flock will get lost.
	ṣōʾn

	רֶ֫גֶל
	(251) foot [F]
	Rigel is a star in the foot of the contellation Orion.
	reḡel
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