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Vocabulary Memorization: Chapter 12
The mnemonics for the vocabulary in Gary D. Pratico and Miles V. Van Pelt, Basics of Biblical Hebrew, second edition (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2007) were generated by many people. Whenever you catch errors or have ideas for better mnemonics, please use the feedback page at HebrewSyntax.org or email your professor so that we can improve this handout. Thanks!

· Unless otherwise marked, nouns that end in ( ָה,  ַת,  ֶת,  ִית, or וּת) are feminine.

· Words marked [M] are masculine nouns that look like they have a feminine ending.
· Unless otherwise marked, nouns that have no ending or end in  ֶה are masculine.

· Words marked [F] are feminine nouns that do not end in  ָה in the singular.
· Words marked [M/F] are sometimes feminine and sometimes masculine.

Chapter 12 – Introduction to Hebrew Verbs
	Word
	Meaning
	Mnemonic
	Translit.

	אָכַל
	(820) to eat, consume
	You get a calorie when you eat a California orange.

{1-Guttural}
	ʾākal

	אָמַר
	(5,316) to say, mention, think
	A marriage begins when you say ‘I do!’ {1-Guttural}
	ʾāmar

	הָלַךְ
	(1,554) to go, walk, behave, die, pass away
	Because of ha-lack of walking, we’ll die unless we go exercise. {1-Guttural}
	hālak

	הָיָה
	(3,576) to be, become, happen, occur
	Be a karate kid; say hay-yah! Related to יהוה ‘I am’

{1-Guttural, 3-ה}
	hāyâ

	יָצָא
	(1,076) to go out, go forth, come out, come forth
	{1-י , 3-א}
	yāṣāʾ

	יָשַׁב
	(2,014) to sit (down), remain, dwell, inhabit
	Sit down when ya shave. Yes have a seat. {1-י}
	yāšab

	נָתַן
	(2,014) to give, put, set
	Nathan-el means ‘Gift of God’ {1-נ}
	nātan

	עָשָׂה
	(2,632) to do, make, create
	Make us a gift with a saw. {Also מַעֲשֶׂה means ‘deed’} {1-Guttural, 3-ה}
	ʿāśâ

	רָאָה
	(1,311) to see, perceive, understand
	Cheer “Raaahhh” when you see your team score.

{2-Guttural, 3-ה}
	rāʾâ

	שָׁבַת
	(71) to stop, cease, rest
	The Israelites were supposed to rest on Shabat [the Sabbath].
	šābat

	שָׁמַע
	(1,165) to hear, listen to, understand, obey
	The Shema is “Hear O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one.” {3-ח/ע}
	šāmaʿ

	אֲרוֹן
	(202) ark, chest, coffin
	high priest Aaron with the ark
	ʾărôn

	מִנְחָה
	(211) gift, offering, tribute
	Give a mina as an offering (Greek coin Lk 19)
	minḥâ

	שַׁבָּת
	(111) Sabbath, period of rest
	
	šabbāt

	אַךְ
	(161) only, surely, nevertheless
	Surely only Achmed can do it.
	ak

	אַל
	(729) no, not
	Al says “no”. Rhyme אַל, לֹא, not, no.
	ʾal

	אִם
	(1,070) if
	Imagine if you could have anything …
	ʾim

	לֹא
	(5,189) no, not
	Lo and behold… Not! Sing “אַל, לֹא, are not and no.”
	lōʾ
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