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Vocabulary Memorization: Chapter 5

The mnemonics for the vocabulary in Gary D. Pratico and Miles V. Van Pelt, Basics of Biblical Hebrew, second edition (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2007) were generated by many people. Whenever you catch errors or have ideas for better mnemonics, please contact your faculty member, so that we can improve this handout. 
· Unless otherwise marked, nouns that end in ( ָה,  ַת,  ֶת,  ִית, or וּת) are feminine.

· Words marked [M] are masculine nouns that look like they have a feminine ending.
· Unless otherwise marked, nouns that have no ending or end in  ֶה are masculine.

· Words marked [F] are feminine nouns that do not end in  ָה in the singular.
· Words marked [M/F] are sometimes feminine and sometimes masculine.

Chapter 5 – Definite Article and Conjunction Waw
	Word
	Meaning
	Mnemonic
	Translit.

	אֵשׁ
	(376) Fire [F]
	Fire reduces things to aesh [ash].
	ʾēš

	הֵיכָל
	(80) temple, palace
	
	hêkāl

	וְ
	(50,524) and, but, also, even, then
	
	wə

	זָהָב
	(392) gold
	Za-have de gold.
	zāhāb

	חֶ֫רֶב
	(413) sword [F]
	With his sword he cut off the hair of his enemy.
	ḥereb

	חַי
	(254 adj.) living, alive
	Hai! She is alive!
	ḥay

	חַיִּים
	(140 noun) life, lifetime
	Song in Fiddler on the Roof: “Le Hayim” = “To Life!”
	ḥayyîm

	יֶ֫לֶד
	(89) child, boy, youth
	Don’t yell-ad the child!
	yeled

	יָם
	(396) sea
	Yammy [yummy] sea water.
	yām

	כֶּ֫סֶף
	(403) silver, money
	Hand me the case of silver!
	kesep̄

	כֹּה
	(577) thus, here
	
	kô

	מָקוֹם
	(401) place, location
	That is the place where I put ma-comb.
	māqôm

	מִשְׁפָּט
	(425) judgment, decision, ordinance, law, custom, manner
	The police dog doesn’t mish pot [overlook marijuana], so the people with drugs undergo judgment for breaking the law.
	mišpāṭ

	מִזְבֵּחַ
	(403) altar
	Ms. Beah [bear] on the altar.
	mizbēaḥ

	נְאֻם
	(376) utterance, announcement, revelation
	The prophet Nahum gave a Naum (a revelation) from the Lord.
	nəʾum

	עוֹלָם
	(439) forever, everlasting, ancient
	
	ʿôlām

	עָנָן
	(87) clouds, cloud mass
	The clouds enveloped them, making them anonymous.
	ʿānān

	רוּחַ
	(378) spirit, wind, breath [F]
	Usually feminine
	rûaḥ

	שַׂר
	(421) chief official, ruler, prince
	The Sar [Tsar] was the ruler of Russia.
	śar

	שַׁ֫עַר
	(373) gate
	Imagine a sha-ar [shower] with a gate instead of a door
	šaʿar

	שָׁמַ֫יִם
	(421) heaven, sky
	
	šāmayim
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